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According to the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), flooding can 
cause several billion dollars of 
property damage in the United 
States each year. If you are like 
many homeowners, however, 
you may be unaware that the 
standard homeowners insur-
ance policy you buy does not 
cover flood losses. You may 
believe that you have a low risk 
to this peril but FEMA reports 
that approximately 25 percent 
of all flood claims occur in 
communities in which flooding 
is deemed to be a low to mod-
erate risk. So do you really 
need a separate flood policy? 
The following tips and ideas 
may prove helpful in answering 
this question. 

• Contact your insurance 
agent to see if you live in 
a community that partici-
pates in the National 
Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP), a prerequisite in 
order to qualify for flood 
insurance. Participating 
communities must agree 
to adopt and enforce cer-
tain floodplain manage-
ment regulations, includ-
ing building construction 
and zoning laws that 
minimize the risks of 
flood damage. 

• Ask your insurance agent 
to see if you are in a 
floodplain. Or, if you 
prefer, go to 
www.floodsmart.gov 

and select “What’s Your 
Flood Risk?” which will 
ask you to enter your 
home address. This Web 
site will then specify 
whether you are in a low, 
moderate, or high risk 
area. 

• Consider purchasing 
flood insurance even if 
you are in a low-to mod-
erate-risk community. In 
these areas, you may be 
eligible for the Preferred 
Risk Policy, with premi-
ums as low as $112 per 
year including coverage 
for your personal prop-
erty. 

• Note that a flood policy 
does not take effect until 
30 days after you pur-
chase the coverage. Thus, 
if the local meteorologist 
announces a flood alert 
for your community and 
you try to purchase cover-
age, it is already too late. 

• The maximum limit of 
insurance in the NFIP for 
your home itself is 
$250,000. If your resi-
dence’s value exceeds this 
amount, ask your insur-
ance agent about excess 
insurance for losses above 
the federal policy’s maxi-
mum limits. 
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• Don’t assume that the 
government will bail you 
out if you suffer a flood 
loss and don’t have a 
flood insurance policy. 
That decision is a gamble 
you may not win. Re-
member that federal dis-
aster assistance, if avail-
able, is usually a loan 
that must be paid back 
with interest. 

• Discuss all the pros and 
cons of flood insurance 
with your agent before 
making your final deci-
sion. 

Get more personal lines insur-
ance and risk management 
tips and ideas from IRMI. 
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CONTACT YOUR AGENT: 
• Kelly Jo Singleton, Senior 

Account Representative (A-C) 

• April Faber,                         
Account Representative (D-G) 

• Kristy Gergal,                       
Account Representative (H-L) 

• Tracy Joe,                            
Account Representative(M-Q) 

• Jennifer Hoffmann,            
Account Representative (R-T) 

• Laurie Rogers,                     
Department Supervisor (U-Z) 

• Christine Jensen,              
Manager/Vice President 
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Water damage losses can create severe 
financial difficulties, particularly since not 
all water losses are covered by the home-
owners policy. There are numerous ways 
by which you can safeguard your home 
from water damage losses, including the 
following. 

• Your home’s drainage system should 
be checked to verify that proper wa-
ter drainage occurs. For example, 
gutter downspouts should extend the 
proper distance from the foundation. 

• Your yard should be properly graded 
to slope away from the home to al-

low surface water to adequately 
drain. 

• A sump pump system should be con-
sidered in your basement to keep 
unwanted water out of this vulner-
able part of your home. 

• Your washing machine hoses should 
be periodically checked since these 
hose failures cause millions of dollars 
of water losses each year. Hoses 
should be replaced at the first sign of 
wear. Many adjusters recommend 
that insureds upgrade to the heavy-
duty wire mesh hoses or stainless 
steel hoses during this replacement. 

Get more personal lines insurance and 
risk management tips and ideas from 

IRMI. 
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2. UM and UIM coverage is 
broad, since it provides 
benefits for you and your 
family members’ injuries 
sustained (a) in your own 
covered auto, (b) in autos 
you do not own, and (c) 
as pedestrians. 

3. The cost for this coverage 
is very reasonable, com-
pared to liability coverage 
and physical damage 
coverage for your own 
car. The increased costs 
for higher UM/UIM 
limits are quite affordable 
for most people. 

not sufficiently insured negli-
gently causes an accident. The 
following list provides reasons 
why you should buy 
UM/UIM coverage. 

1. The chance of a negligent 
uninsured motorist hit-
ting you is greater than 
you might think. In some 
states, up to 32 percent of 
all drivers lack automo-
bile insurance. The coun-
trywide average is 14 
percent. 

4. If your car is damaged by 
an uninsured driver, the 
deductible for UM prop-
erty damage, if available 
in your state, is normally 
only $250. This amount 
is often considerably less 
than your collision cover-
age deductible. 

Get more personal lines in-
surance and risk management 
tips and ideas from IRMI. 
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WHY YOU NEED UNINSURED MOTORISTS COVERAGE 

• Follow the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions when installing the vent pipe. 

• Keep the dryer vent clean and un-
plugged. Check for a plugged vent if 
the dryer does not dry clothes effi-
ciently. 

• Remove and clean the lint screen 
before each use. 

• Keep all combustibles away from the 
clothes dryer. 

• Hire a qualified technician to peri-
odically inspect gas clothes dryers. 

Get more personal lines insurance and 
risk management tips and ideas from 
IRMI. 

Copyright 2008, International Risk Man-
agement Institute, Inc.  

MAINTAIN THAT CLOTHES DRYER 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission report, there are ap-
proximately 10,000 annual residential fire 
losses in which the source of the fire is in 
the clothes dryer or vent. Dryers are the 
third most common type of equipment 
involved in fires, ranking behind stoves 
and fixed area heaters. Clothes dryers can 
catch fire due to excessive lint build-up in 
the exhaust pipe or inside the dryer; this 
lint build-up is often out-of-sight. As a 
result, you should take the following steps 
to reduce the chance of your dryer start-
ing a fire. 
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STEPS TO TAKE TO REDUCE EXPOSURE TO WATER DAMAGE LOSSES 

Uninsured motorists (UM) 
coverage provides insurance 
protection for bodily injury, 
and in some states property 
damage, caused by a motorist 
who is not insured. This cov-
erage allows you to collect 
from your own insurance 
company as if it provided 
liability coverage for the negli-
gent and uninsured driver. In 
contrast, underinsured motor-
ists (UIM) coverage provides 
insurance protection for bod-
ily injury, and in some states 
property damage, sustained by 
you when a motorist who is 

http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/Expert/Topics/PersonalLines/PersonalRiskManagement.aspx�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�
http://www.irmi.com/�

	Inside this issue:

	Winter 2009

	Volume 1, Issue 4

	EHD Personal Lines Department

	Personal Perspectives

	Do you really need flood insurance?

	Contact your agent:

	Why you need uninsured motorists coverage

	Maintain that clothes dryer

	Page #

	Volume 1, Issue 4

	Steps to take to reduce exposure to water damage losses



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



